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Of Mice and Men Double Entry Journal  
 

Directions: For each chapter, you will create a double entry notes sheet.  You will divide your 
paper into two columns:  
 

• In the left-hand column, copy a passage directly from the novel that relates to one of the 
following thematic concepts:  
 
American Dream  Friendship vs. Isolation  Idealism vs. Realism 
Powerful vs. Powerless Being an Outsider   Right vs. Wrong 

 
• In the right – hand column, react to each passage, and explain how it relates to the theme.   

 
*You should have two quotes and two explanations for each chapter. Each 
explanation/theme development should be long enough to use as a basis for a future 
essay; at least a paragraph. I expect to see deep thinking- not just surface thinking. 
 

             Example: Chapter 1  
 

Text from Novel (cite in MLA) Explanation/Development of Theme 
American Dream 
“Someday – we’re gonna get the jack 
together and we’re gonna have a little 
house and a couple of acres an’ a cow and 
some pigs and – ‘ 
‘An’ live off the fatta the lan’, ‘ Lennie 
shouted.  ‘An’ have rabbits.  Go on, George.  
Tell about what we’re gonna have in the 
cages and about the rain in the winter and 
the stove….” (Steinbeck 14) 

 
Lennie’s dream gives him a glimpse of a 
better world.  He dreams of escaping from his 
unstable and lonely life as a migrant farm 
worker and buying a farm of his own with 
George.  Lennie’s dream may be idealistic, but 
his ability to escape into dreams about a 
better world helps him to maintain hope 
during difficult times. 

 
 

The following are possible starter sentences for your response to quoted passages:  
 
I do not understand why……. 
I notice that… 
I now understand… 
I think the setting is important because… 
I think the relationship between _____________ and ___________ is interesting because 
I really like this (idea, person, attitude, etc.) because… 
Something I noticed (appreciated, wondered, etc.) is… 
This quote explores the ideas of… 
 
In addition, use the following question stems to formulate two questions per chapter. 
These questions will be used for classroom discussion as well as Socratic seminars. 

 
Clarification 
• I'm not sure I understand (character, action, event, description, purpose). 
• Tell me more about (character, action, event). 
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Cause and Effect 
• Why do you think (event, reaction) happened? 
• How could (event, reaction) have been prevented? 
• Do you think (event, reaction) would happen that way again? Why? 
• What are some reasons (character) (action)? 
• Based on the information in the story, predict what will most likely happen if (character) (action). 
• What will (character) do now that (event)? 
 
Compare / Contrast 
• How are (character) and (character) alike? Different? 
• What is (event) similar to in our own time? 
• How does this (incident) remind you of (current event)? 
 
Benefits / Burdens 
• What are some of the reasons (character’s decision, reaction) wouldn't (would) be a good idea? 
• Based on the information in the story, what inference/ assumption can you make about   
(event/theme/character)? 
 
Point of View / Perspective 
• How might (character) have felt during (event)? 
• What do you think (character) was thinking during (event)? 
• How does (character) feel about (character/event, etc)? 
• How did (character’s experience) influence (character’s development, event)? 
 
Structure / Function 
• What was the goal when (character) (action)? 
• What were (character)’s choices of how to (respond to a situation)? 
• What do you think of (character)’s approach to (problem, situation)? 
• What better choices could (character) have made concerning (problem, situation)? 
• How does (character’s action or trait) contribute to the conflict in the story? 
• What is the author’s purpose for including (character, event, detail)? 
 
Different Situation 
• Can you describe a situation in which (character’s action) would be acceptable/unacceptable? 
• Suppose (event) had happened differently. How would that change the outcome of (event)? 
 
Evaluate 
• The author of the story states "_______ ." Do you agree with his/her statement? 
• What is wrong with (character’s) reasoning concerning (character, situation, event)? 
• Does (character’s) treatment of (other character/s) seem fair? 
• What conclusion can the reader draw about (character/event, etc)? 
 
Support Questions/Responses 
• Can you give us an example of . . .? 
• Where in the story . . .? 
• What would be a good reason for . . .? 
• What is some evidence for . . .? 
• I saw it a slightly different way . . . 
• That’s a good point. What about . . .? 
• I disagree a little. To me, . . . 
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